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iNdiA-siNgAPore MuLtifACeted 
reLAtioNshiP
India and Singapore have over the years developed a very 

strong strategic partnership that covers a whole gamut of areas 

of cooperation, including trade, tourism, security and defence. 

India's “Look East Policy”, launched in 1992 along with its 

economic liberalisation and export promotion programmes, was 

warmly received by Singapore. Singapore played a central role in 

initiating ASEAN-India summit meetings and is one of the core 

constituencies of India's “Look East Policy”.  A strong advocate of 

India playing a greater role in the Asia-Pacific region, Singapore has 

also paved the way for India's association with the ASEAN Regional 

Forum and supported India's bid for a permanent seat in the UN  

Security Council. 

India-Singapore relations received a major boost from 

Singapore's regionalisativon approach to trade and investment, 

resulting in the formation of India's first Free Trade Agreement 

(FTA) with ASEAN countries. The bilateral relationship entered 

a new phase with the signing of the Comprehensive Economic 

Cooperation Agreement (CECA), which is also seen as a stepping 

stone towards the ASEAN-India FTA.


