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TAMIL RARE MATERIALS AT THE NATIONAL LIBRARY
The Rare Materials Collection at the Lee Kong Chian Reference
Library forms part of the Singapore and Southeast Asian
collections. This article lists the 18 rare Tamil publications with
a brief description of their contents. Out of these 18 items, two
items are newspapers and one book is on Japanese instruction
in Tamil. The rest of the 15 titles are poetry books.

In the collection, the book Munajattu Tirattu, written by
Nagore Muhammad Abdul Kadir is the oldest, published in
1872. It is a poetry book written in praise of Muslim saints and
Prophet Muhammad. One of the poems is about Saint Sikandar
Sahib, who was entombed in Kodimalai or Fort Canning.

The poetry book Athi Vinotha Kuthiraipanthaiya Lavani,
written by Rangasamydasan, is the only book that describes
the Singapore at that time (1893). It describes the streets, in
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their early names like Yinsing Road (Anson Road), Sabaji Road
(North Canal Road), South Bridge Road etc. It also mentions
the financial banks like Shanghai Bank, Chartered Bank, and
Hong Kong Bank. It shows that as early as 1893, Singapore
was already an important financial centre.

The books were written by Tamil immigrants, mostly Muslims,
and all of these were religious poetry books. These Islamic
poems were written in praise of Allah, Prophet Muhammad and
Islamic philosophers. Forewords to these books are in poetry
form, written by Hindu poets like Vannai Nagar C. N. Sadasiva
Pillai, C. V. Narayanasamy Nayakar and Ramanatha Chettiyar.
This shows that inter-religious harmony and unity prevailed
among the poets irrespective of religion or caste. B
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